YNNIV Y
. 7x2AP2025

| —WETIrYa—Y k-

YEARS

ANNIVERSARY

ISSUE
SPECIAL

-DAITENGY | MOC DESIGN BY DEES | L&D BY KRIS ENRI

2024JBFMagazine-May27-2pm.indd 1 @ 2025/06/25 0:47



®

EVENT MAP

Customs To Sannomiya

BB =E ™ /XN

1F

Food area

Entrance
JBF tickets
SEANO
NBFHIRTE

Food tickets

BaY-> N\ 7—EF4y MEF
SRS

2F

Great Ball
Contraption
JL—rR=IL
aAYe57>3> \

Z-E!z‘m‘l‘ ; D)—99ay7/
2 —r——

Welcome to Japan Brickfest 2025!
There are many things to see.

STAGE (1F): Music and games.

MOC ZONE (1F & 2F): Information, KLUG works. Lots
of MOCs - mecha, characters, vehicles moving works
such as GBC, trains and monorails, buildings and
dioramas, and more.

Creative Lounge (TF): LEGO Pop-UP Store, LEGO
activities courtesy of KLUG

Stop motion theatre (3F): Watch and vote in the
stop motion movie contest

Workshops (2F): Enjoy workshops and activities
(Courtesy of KLUG / ProgLab)

Food area (1F): Enjoy delicious food from the food
stalls on the sea side of the building. (A food ticket
systemis in use. Food tickets can be purchased

aniehde); Cloth Color /& O R (D ;
Flea Market Display Activity

Stop motion theatre
AbyTE—23Y
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Japan Brickfest 20256n & 5 C %! ZEBRBTIERPT
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TER. XA, F¥ 52—, EFl. GBC (FL—Fk
A=AV ST av/EEHL). BE. £/ L—
NBEDOEMERPEY. OFFIRE,
EHETUTOF): LdoRy 77w FA KT, KLUGIC
FBT7IVTETY
AbYTE=23OFTE—(3F): AT MERE
RTEELELS

=493y 7 (2F). KLUG/ProgLablc&kBT—2>
VIR TIT1ETa

E&Y—20F): 2FER07—RIUT7ICTSEWVLL
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ERALTEDET, Frv hdV—YRFEOIBICT
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No smoking in the venue!
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T In the Creative Lounge, you can find a space to relax
and express yourself. Big artists or small, everyone is
welcome to join! Sit down and make a little 16x16
< piece of temporary art. Your plate can join the others

on our public display. Making art together.
Creative Loungellid. AU FILERZED K DIEZZEHT

9
g FBAR—ADBEINTVET. FHRDNSAADHET, #
o
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RT

THITBMUWELETET, 166Ky FH XICHBAICT OV Y
T—hEEVWTHEL &S5, BRLEERIZ. HOERE—4E
KRR TEET, Cannot be taken home.
EFLI7— MERIZIFERO TEEEA
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10™ Anniversary Tote bag

Help support this event by purchasing this beautiful 10"
anniversary limited edition Tote bag.
WAFEFVZFIL b= Ny TIEVWHDTIH? Japan
Brick Festz —#&ICB& D EIF L 5!
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WELCOME TO JAPAN BRICKFEST
by Edwin Knight

Join us as we celebrate our 10" anniversary this year.
From a small begining in half a gymnasiaum and a
theatre to becoming recognised as the largest fan-
built LEGO® event in Asia. This unique festival
celebrating the plastic brick and Japanese culture was
founded in 2015 by Edwin & Miki Knight, Sim Cook and
the Kansai LEGO® User Group team.

Walk around the event in a traditional Japanese
Yukata, enjoy Wadaiko drummers, live music from
Ofurosso, amazing models, nostalgia, brick-related
activities, delicious food, shop at the LEGO® Pop-up
store, and much more. Japan Brickfest has something
to offer people of all ages. As well as the public event
which all can see, there is a special program of fan
convention activities for the AFOL exhibitors.

We hope our event will help you find inspiration to be
creative and follow your dreams.

Build your dreams, one brick at a
time, and let your imagination
soar with LEGO®!

JBF's official Mascot "Bricky”
JBFARY ROy k Ty

&5 C %! JAPAN BRICKFESTDZ L LBk %!

IRIAY 1k

SE, MBIF0AEEEZFT, B T—4IC
BHRVWTETETEEVTYT,. BEEOEDL/NIH
BIEHSWBESTINIBARY B PETRAD
T7YEILRLEGOA ARY b LTEHMINB XTI
BELFL%.
CDAZ—IBRARY NI TS RFyvo 7OV
CEEXHERSIHD T, 206FEICTRT V&S
*eFAb DLy, FLTEAALEGO I—Y
—IN=FDF—LICE>TRISTNFE LT

ARY FRBTR. BELRBAKRTHEVWTAHTLE
IV, MAEDEE. Ofurossolc L B35 1 THE.
BEIOETIER. BHLIEZRBLZER. 7OV
DICEBELETEIERTITET 1 EHKLL
T—R. LEGO Ry TT7v T av iRy, $ELH
HEDFEKIATT,

SeNRVTUvITTAMI. HE5DZERDFIC
BLATWERITIZRBL B >TWVWET,
—RABFINTUVWBAIAY FDIEFNIC. AFOLERE
BIFOENARTZ 7Y - ARy - OIS A
HHEBRINTVLETD,

CDIRY D, BTADRENZRIBL. E2iB
WHNTBEoMNFTE BB ZE>TVWETY,

JAPAN BRICKFEST 2024 PARTICIPANTS
20245EJBFEINE
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MAIN STAGE | X1 VX T—2 O
DAY 1- SATURDAY DAY 2 - SUNDAY 2@

Openin . Opening
Opening 10:15 A9,
. Ofurosso (band) . Ofurosso (band)
10:30 Y 10:30 A
11:00 Wadaiko Drummers 11:00 Speed Birding Challenge
X ZAE=RN=FTa Y IFvL 2
: Speed Birding Challenge . Wearable Art Show
15:00 RE=—RN=FTa2IFvL > 15:00
: Ofurosso (band) 14:00 Ofurosso(band)
14:00 F7avY Z70vY
15:00 JBF Talk Show 15:00 JBF Talk Show
k=02 a— k=o>a—

STOP MOTION CONTEST | R by TE—>3>aURX

COME! WATCH! AND VOTE! RXRTIRTUKLBEL & 5!

On the 3™ floor, we have the world premiere of SBICAVS FLaAvEOBIENA LI £,

original, fan-made LEGO® stop motion movies! HBIEO—ETEBERNREDET! —HEZLDE
@ Your vote counts! The movie with the most votes ZEHTHEIFCNTL £ 5?7 BEBICERINAX

will be crowned champion on Sunday! ER

Screening Schedule LR a—I

%Screening times are subject to change. E X FMEEIIEESNZBZEHD

Saturday: 10:30, 11:30,12:30,2:30 22 TEER:0BEHE. BN, 2B, 14ERE \ A

Sunday: 10:30, 11:30,13:30,2:30 HEEH: 10BFF. NEEF. 13K, 146554

"NEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
2 02 STOP MOTION COMPETITION WINNERS

by FE=ararvR ZEER

JBF2024Z b v FE— 3 EERRE | AR TEY AV AV RERIER %y K

FIG RACE 1 " KBEICODW
by kenZ A d ¥ by shunheiZ A

|

LISy IRR—-Z A Bad Day (Mostly) The Uninvited Guest
by HwWIST—tltBIA bykDEIA by Seb SuttieI A, by Phantom Thief TEDAKES A,
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Around 1994, we started as an initiative of a local
nursery school parents association. After the children
grew out of the nursery, parents wanted to continue
playing the drums and the group was formed in 1997.

Initially the group didn't even have a name; members
simply gathered to practice and enjoy playing
together. The name "Kojyoen" was later adopted,
signifying the aim to approach taiko with the same
intensity as a "flame."

Today, Kojyoen holds annual concerts and
participates in local events, focusing on promoting
human rights and peace. Additionally, the group plays
an active role in the organization of "Waon-sai," a
disaster relief charity event in Kansai, collaborating
with professional and amateur taiko drummers.

The group is currently comprised of 12 members,
including elementary and junior high school students,
as well as adults. The younger members are part of
the junior division and participate in both practice
sessions and performances.

We want to see you smile! Welcome back the ‘band
that feels like a long, soothing soak in a hot bath—a
band made up of musicians who themselves are big
fans of baths !

Get ready to immerse yourself in the Latin rhythms of
Ofurosso, a band with saxophone, quitar, bass, and
percussion. Dance, sing, and let their vibrant music
transport you to the steamy ambiance of your favefite
hot spring. Their energetic tunes will warm you from
the inside out.

Their opening song promises a refreshingiwand
invigorating burst of sound, setting the stage for a day
of pure enjoyment. So come on, let's have some_fun
and dive in!

Zabboune!

QaagzcTe

xALANEVE

o

WADAIKO GROUP "KOJYOEN"
AEEH T&BEXRI
19944 R, HHIIHTREMREZESOMDEAAL LT

MK IELEDH L,

ZOBMHEAZ L TVIREEDFLEDHDEREICHL.
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BELGIT - VMREEORBWNIC L > T, 1997FICER L £
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BEHEL. ELATWELR, AREM MFEBEAI ©
E58ENE. XBICHLT TR okSIC TEH %
Br5! rs5CehrotironEzlL.

ST MBOFFI Y — bOHTA Ry bzl
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WEDA Y N—ERIE. /- FEE BADI2ETY,
NFEEFZ 22T LT BREPHEICH—EICHAE
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HIEC - & L SBIEEZTRABS!
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Amazing MOCs
ITCE!

The Arrhy of Black Draaon
®Qv by JAEMIN LEE 2

® Q V ByHaruBonks K

® Q v ByHsinweiChi

® Q VLJdE—FbyLEGOMUCHANIY

by 2 =7 %> Sumifkin

2 /= o
—J MTILAN—2
—— by 01 ‘LM Major Celery Spot these models
at JBF2025!
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U-boat 21 By I& L& %5 % A Hajime-chan

Vehicle
MOCs
‘DY

M.C.202 folgore
YyF202 7 #)Ld—L
by kodanuki4

R-104 Metal Heart
® Q V ByWesRoyer R by Nick Trotta

Q

Tamiya Hc}{Shot by msks/oos
Qv R

//

BREAK ON THROUGH
by =7 > Niten

® Q Vv AnnaHeavylIndustry [
by Louis Chen

®eQvVv R
Flower Ship by Rima(genic) @)

JBF2025TC_ 50D
ETIWERES
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INTERVIEW

Wes Royer.......

Interview by Edwin Knight

Q: Can you introduce yourself and how you got into
building LEGO® MOCs? What inspired your passion
and how does it influence your designs?

A: Konnichiwa! My name is Wes Royer from the UK. |
got into building MOCs through a friend who sent me
a MOC of Mjolnir (Thor's Hammer) about 5 years ago.
From there, | went down the rabbit hole of MOC
building, as | was unaware of MOCs since | only
bought Batmobile sets. My passion comes from
being a creative person all my life with numerous art
mediums and being a full-time nerd.

0: Describe your process. How do you come up with
ideas for your builds, and what type of themes do
you typically explore in your LEGO® Creations?

A: The themes | typically explore are based off
80/90s animations and video games currently, big
IPs such as Thundercats, Transformers, X-Men,
M.A.S.K etc. - but also the more niche shows like
Galaxy Rangers, Pole Position, Dungeons and
Dragons, Visionaries... The list is endless.

No process, always just off the feel | have at the time
and see what | have in parts.

0: Do you have a favourite LEGO® piece that you
find yourself using frequently?

A: Currently building a lot of Brickheadz for
character builds so I'm frequently using
1x1 plates, versatile as colour fillers and detailing,
plus theyre always available.

0Q: What is your favourite MOC that you've created?

A: My Pole Position MOC, was my first to be
displayed in a LEGO® Store Showcase in the Bristol
LEGO® store in the UK and was the first MOC that |
displayed internationally at Skaerbzek Fan Weekend
2024. Taken from a niche 13 episode French cartoon
about a family of crime fighters with modded cars
and a banger of an opening theme.

2024JBFMagazine-May27-2pm.indd 10
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Q:Are there any upcoming projects or builds that you're
particularly excited about?

A: Upcoming project is a continuation of the
Transformers. I'm excited to build Cybertron which will be
a challenge with the size and shape but welcoming it.

Q: As a person of colour in the LEGO® building
community, have you encountered any unique
opportunities, obstacles, or challenges, and how have
they shaped your experience as a model builder?

A: Any unique opportunities have come from starting my
own community called BlackLUG (blacklug.com) - what
began as a bit of fun between AFOLs has turned into a
community that | couldn’t be prouder of. | was lucky to be
included in YLUG China’s 4th year celebrations, which was
an honour. | held the first BlackLUG table at Black Country
Brick Show where | asked attending AFOLs to build MOCs
using 95% black bricks, and the number of builds was
amazing! The visitors were taken aback by how much can
be done with most of the builds being 1 colour yet still
being able to identify the build. | have become a source of
information for people who want to get into the LEGO®
community through my outreach from my website,
Instagram and show interaction with visitors, as well as a
number of LUGs asking for my input on how to engage the
black community who enjoy LEGO®. The support | have
received throughout the LEGO® community has been
humbling and I'm grateful for all the support and goodwill |
have gained.

Q: Are there any particular LEGO® builders or artists who
inspire or influence your work?

A: Every builder, no matter who, is an inspiration for me
and gives me untold opportunities to be a better builder by
learning new techniques, design styles and processes and
ideas that | never thought of. So much can be done
through the LEGO® medium and | am still in awe by what |
see.

0Q: What does being an AFOL mean to you?
A: Community. We share the same passion regardless of
race, religion, orientation and so on.

Q: Finally, what does the LEGO® building hobby mean to
you personally, what do you hope people take away from
your creations, and what advice would you give to
aspiring LEGO®builders who want to start creating their
own MOCs?

A: The hobby lets me express and showcase my passion
and what | love so | can share it with the world. | can
combine different mediums using LEGO® as the source
and that brings a strong feel of satisfaction. | hope people
can enjoy what | make by recognising the characters or
vehicles/buildings used in that IP, or find out what it is all
about. The advice | would give to any inspiring builders is
to build what you love, and if you don't know where to
start, reach out to the community through groups as we
are all here to help and inspire each other. We all win
together, so don't be afraid to ask for help with
techniques, build style, or piece usage. This community is
open and accessible to all old and new.
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INTERVIEW

Anuradha Pehrson

Interview by Edwin Knight

Q: Can you tell us a bit about yourself and how you
got into building LEGO® MOCs? What inspired your
passion for LEGO® building, and how does it influence
your designs?

A: | grew up in India. There wasn't a lot of LEGO®
available over there at that time. Someone had gifted
my brother, who was 2-3 years old, a set (#566 Creator
Basic Set). | thought he was too small for it so | just
took it and started building. | built everything from the
instructions and then before | knew it, | started
designing and building free hand. | guess that was the
beginning of building MOC's.

Fast forward 20-25 years, in 2001 | moved to the USA
and was not very happy at first. It was very different
from my country and very cold. The food was not the
same and | didn't have many friends. One day while
walking in the market | saw a toy store with boxes and
boxes of LEGO®. | got very excited and bought a few
Creator sets and went home and started building. |
also found the local LEGO® community and LUG. |
haven't looked back since then.

My passion is Landscaping with LEGO®. The challenge
of taking a finite shaped piece of plastic and making it
look as if it's a part of nature is very enjoyable.

0: Describe your creative process. How do you come
up with ideas for your builds? What type of themes
do you typically explore in your LEGO® Creations?

A: I'm influenced by things around me, Architecture
and Nature. Whenever | see an interesting building or a
beautiful seaside cliff | want to build it into a LEGO®
Model.

For example, | saw a picture of Tigers Nest Monastery
In Bhutan and immediately wanted to build it.

It is a beautiful building perched at 3120 meters above
sea level on a cliffside.

In Pop culture, | like the Game of Thrones genre. | have
included my love of landscaping with this genre to
build two MOCs:

Pyke Castle and The Wall. | also like to build Asian
influenced MOC's [such as this] Japanese rice
plantation.
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0: Do you have a favourite LEGO® element or piece that you
find yourself using frequently in your builds?

A: | don't necessarily have a favorite element, but | do try
and use alot of plants and/or vibrant colors.

0Q: What is your favourite MOC that you've created?

A: Oh! That's a difficult question, | think | am fond of all of
them but maybe this MOC of an Island. This MOC came about
accidently. | was playing with different ways of using the
round plate with a corner and came up with a round island
shaped base. So | just made cute little houses, small farms
and added stories and details all around it.

0: Are there any upcoming projects or builds that you're
particularly excited about or working on?

A: | don't have anything planned but | would like to expand
my horizons and learn new techniques for building mosaics
and technic functions. My latest MOC is called “An Ode to the
Goatherd".

0Q: As a woman in the LEGO® building community, have you
encountered any unique opportunities, obstacles, or
challenges, and how have they shaped your experience as a
model builder?

A: It has been an interesting experience as a woman builder.

It's mostly a male hobby and making a place for myself in the
community has sometimes been difficult. There is this extra
burden to prove myself. For the most part, my work has
spoken for itself and | have left it at that. Having said that, |
would also say that some of my good friendships are with
people in this community.
In my opinion, women builders bring a different perspective
to the hobby or Art. Combining both the male and female
perspective will be beneficial and a net positive to the
community.

Q: Are there any particular LEGO® builders or artists who
inspire or influence your work?

A: Yes, of course! There are so many of them that it'll be
difficult to name all of them, but without any disrespect to
anyone, I'll say that Yoshihito Isogawa’s builds leave me very
impressed.

Q: Finally, what does the LEGO® building hobby mean to you
personally, what do you hope people take away from your
creations, and what advice would you give to aspiring LEGO
builders who want to start creating their own MOCs?

A: The LEGO® building hobby means a lot to me. As | said

earlier, | found this hobby and community at a time in my life
when | wasn't very happy. | found joy in life again once |
started building. For me, building is very much like
Meditation, | find peace and happiness every time | spend a
few hours in my LEGO® room.
| would not be able to say what people should take away from
my creations, because everyone sees something different,
but | do hope | can transmit joy through my work.
To aspiring builders | would say, don't build for ‘popularity’, or
for 'likes and shares’ on social media, but build for your own
happiness. LEGO® gives us immense possibilities. Dream of
something and build it.
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INTERVIEW

KABA

Interview by Miki Knight

We interviewed LEGO® builder KABA who has been
working with us at the LEGO® events held in Korea,
Tokyo and Tokushima. We asked a wide range of
questions starting with why he has been into LEGO® and
about his work for this year's JBF.

Q:It's been a while. | am a fan of your artwork, you are
always fashionable and have an artistic appearance
which reflects on your artwork ranging from classic
cute models to spectacular animal models. How long
have you been a fan of LEGO®? What got you into making
original LEGO® artwork?

A: LEGO® has been my hobby since | was 48 years old in
2012. My eldest son used to like LEGO® and we used to
make sets together. When he entered university, he gave
me all of his parts. From that | decided to make my
favorite car, the Police spinner from the science fiction
movie “Blade Runner”. Once the MOC was completed, |
expanded the surroundings such as buildings and other
cars, which became a diorama in a few years time. By
then, | became enthralled with LEGO®.

0Q: Which of your MOCs is your favorite?

A: My favorite artwork is the “Wild boar” that | made for

the New year’s card in 2018. | came up with the technique
called CT model by trying to pursue realistic features and
posing of the animals. Like CT or MRI used in the medical
field, | capture the object by slicing into many layers of
cross-sectional images then construct the whole object.
Using curved slopes and stud offset techniques makes it
possible to express smooth surfaces, which are different
from more floating models or stud-grid builds. | use this
technique in my MOC "Tiger”.
In fact, my first MOC for a new years card was also a Wild
boar. | created it with my eldest son with my limited
access to parts. It has become a good memory that Naoe-
san who was a builder for LEGO® Japan gave us high
praise. Both MOCs use totally different techniques but
they both clearly show the possibility of expression using
LEGO®.
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Q: Can you introduce some other LEGO® artwork?

A:Sure.
<Kaneda’s bike from a comic titled AKIRA>

| am a huge fan of Otomo Katsuhiro, author and the director of
the comic AKIRA. | was even in his fan club. So | was very
particular about the balance between mini-figure ride and size,
especially the reproducibility of shapes.
<Wooden duck>
The original model for this artwork is well-known as the LEGO®
company's first wooden toy. | made it into a small palm-sized
MOC. On my LEGO® builder friends’ request, | also made this
MOC in different themes such as Classic space, Blacktron,
Pilates, Castle, City and Friends.
<Dragon>

| made this MOC for the New year's card too. The Japanese
style dragon, not the western one. | focused on reproducing the
fish scales by consulting with an ink painter referring to some
temple ceiling paintings.

0Q: Which part of your artwork would you want JBF 2025
visitors to look at?

A: The LEGO® model | am exhibiting this year at JBF is my new
build representing LosAngeles’ famous night view in the movie
Blade runner. It was my first challenge to create pixel art using
see through parts, which were made into big wall signage.
Also, | took part in creating KOBE MODULE CITY, which
reproduces the city of Kobe, as a JBF 10th year memorial. | built
Yamate 8-bankan in Kitano Kobe. | think | did a good job
recreating the original appearance of Tudor style western
house with LEGO® bricks.

Thank you very much for sharing your valuable story with us.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of JBF2025, so we hope
you will deepen your interactions with many builders and
enjoy JBF.

XX/Twitter
@KABAB4724932
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Japan Brickfest 2025's 10th year anniversary memorial project
KOBE MODULE CITY 2025

Japan Brickfest, which marks its 10th
anniversary this year, will feature a special
commemorative exhibit called "KOBE MODULE
CITY 2025."

This is a significant project of which all builders
who have participated in previous Japan Brick
Fests decided to take on the challenge to
recreate the cityscape of Kobe, where the event
is held.

37 builders and various groups participated,
creating a variety of buildings, monuments, and
landmarks from the sea side to the mountain
side of Kobe.

Each builder discussed their areas of expertise
and quickly got started creating their own piece
to take on this new challenge.

The works that highlighted the individuality of
each participant were brought together
resulting in a fascinating collaboration that
expresses Kobe's cityscape from a variety of
perspectives.

We hope you will look forward to this
commemorative project, filled with the builders'
passion, as we mark the 10th anniversary of
Japan Brickfest.
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INTERVIEW

DEES

Instagram

X/Twitter: @hunnjun1998

Interview by Miki Knight

DEES is the creator of the JBF 2025 poster and
magazine cover.

He participates in JBF every year as a builder, but this
summer he plans to move to Denmark as a new LEGO®
designer.

We interviewed him about how he became a designer
and his thoughts on his work.

Q: DEES, it's been a while - this is the first time since
KBP (Korea Brick Party) in Korea.

Thank you for providing us with your wonderful LEGO®
models for JBF 2025. | thought that DEES had to be
the one to grace the cover of JBF's 10th anniversary
magazine! So | made him an offer at KBP two years
ago.

Can you tell us about the highlights of your work
“Three-headed dragon”? And also the Tengu model
which is on the cover?

A: The dragon is called “Red Dragon of the
Apocalypse,”inspired by Revelation.
With 7 heads and 10 horns, it's my largest build yet at
175cm wide and 104cm tall.

| built a powerful "Daitengu” with big black wings and a

long nose. Behind him is a sacred torii gate reflected in
apond, symbolizing the boundary to a divine world.
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0: This summer, you will finally travel to Denmark to become
a LEGO® designer, which is what you have been aiming for.
What are your thoughts on this?

A: I'm thrilled to be able to fulfill my dream! Things are hectic
with housing and permits, but I'm excited to start work and am
curious about which sets I'll work on.

0: My first thought was thought that the reason you were able
to become a designer was that wonderful work exhibited at
the LEGO® House (Angel of Regression, used in the KBP 2023
poster). Or, was there an application that you decided to
apply to? Please tell us what motivated you to become a
designer and how that came about.

A: After my work was shown at LEGO® House, | felt the dream
come alive.
| kept an eye on openings - and with perfect timing, | applied
and got in on my first try!

Q: Lastly, we are very happy to know that DEES will be going
to Denmark and achieving your dream of becoming a
designer.

Will we have the honor of you participating in JBF as a LEGO®
designer again?

DEES : Id love to join JBF again as a LEGQ® designer if
possible. Even beyond the 10th anniversary, I'll keep supporting
the event!

We would love it if you could participate in JBF again as a
LEGO® designer.

Thank you so much for participating in JBF 2025 despite your
busy schedule before moving to Denmark.

If you go to Denmark, please tell Korean designer Jae and
Japanese designer Junya Suzuki that we look forward to
seeing them participate in JBF again.

*Note: several of DEES'MOCs are currently
on display at the LEGO® HOUSE in Denmark!
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INTERVIEW T BT

AkikU BB

Instagram

Interview by Miki Knight

X/twitter

There are many categories of LEGO® original models
in the world. Within Japan, trains, characters,
buildings and many more show up on social media.
Robot and mech models especially attract many
people with their delicacy.

We interviewed the LEGO® builder AkikU, who creates
many robotic mech type models, about building with
intricately assembled parts and the thought that he
puts into the models.

0: Long time no see, AkikU.

I looked at your LEGO® models in person at last year's
JBF for the first time. | was overwhelmed with your
robot mech creations lined up. Can you introduce your
favorite models please?

A: Long time no see. The work that best represents my
skills is “Nightfall”. | reproduced the mech from the
game “ARMORED CORE VI(below ACB)'.

| started LEGO® three years ago. | made a few original
models, but | really wanted to try my hand at recreating
something from media. Around then, ACG's Teaser
Visual came out and | knew then and there that | just
had to make Nightfall.

It was my first ever model that received high praise on
social media, which | was very pleased about.
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0: How long did it take in total from gathering necessary
LEGO® parts to actually building Nightfall?

A: It took me a total of 2 months. | spent the majority of time in
construction and assembly. At the time, AC6 had not been
merchandised yet so there were limited sources available of
pictures and information to reference. Despite the limited
information, | tried various combinations of parts through trial
and error. It was an arduous process, but | found that was
actually the most enjoyable part of the build. | believe that the
process of building LEGO® is the best part of the hobby.

Q: Is there any special gimmick/attention grabber in
Nightfall? What area did you put in the most effort?

A: My main focus was being able to pose the completed model,
because | usually make fixed position models due to weight.
For example, in making the connections between the torso,
shoulder and arms movable, the arm may drop down with its
own weight. So | came up with a unique connection method
that allows a particular angle to be maintained even when a
load is applied. Using both the mechanical arm [98313] part and
a round plate with a bar [32828] it is possible to create an
innovative build that can hold a three-dimensional angle.

0: You have many other robot-related works.
Are there any particular points that you focus on when
creating your works?

A: One thing | value is making sure that it looks as un-LEGO®-
like as possible at first glance.
| also hope that people will feel a sense of surprise and
excitement when they realise it's made with LEGO®.
In fact, | often get people commenting things of that nature on
social media!
| think this can be achieved by combining a variety of different
elements; using small parts that add detail and more visual
information at key points, as well as assembling in a way that
takes the joints into consideration.

0: We'll be able to see your new LEGO® models at JBF 2025. Is
there anything you would like visitors to look out for?

A: | have created "Swordfish” as my new work which will be
exhibited for the first time at JBF 2025.
| have used the experience and knowledge | have gained from
previous builds to come up with a design from scratch. The
concept was to build something quite edgy, so | aimed for a
slender and sharp outline throughout. There are many points |
would like you to take note of, but the main one is the legs
using inverted joints. | believe that the unique shape similarto a
bird's leg buttons up the overall design.

Thank you very much for sharing your valuable story with us.
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LA IN—F. T72 e =T T4 VJBEIZT + I%—Tv—
Senior Manager, Fan Marketing, the LEGO® Group

For over 15 years, John has represented and
collaborated with some of the world's most
passionate fandoms. From working with the
likes of Ozzy Osbourne and Linkin Park as a
music journalist, to running the official Star
Wars and Marvel social media channels. Today,
it's his honour to work with creative and
talented fans on behalf of the LEGO® Group,
through his work with the Recognised LEGO®
Fan Media community. He's also a lifelong fan of
the brick and loves talking about pirate, castle
and cowboy sets from the 1990s!
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Old Japanese game consoles
by %% Yamo
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by Stijn van der Laan
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Swordfish class frigate "Valion"

JBF 10th Anniversary traditional Japaense woodblock print

JBFIOAFiTS iFitiahRiE

Atraditional craftsman/carver AFOL adapted a scene from Hokusai's

classic Ukiyo-e print "36 Views of Fuji - Honjo Tatekawa" with a LEGO®
twist. 50 copies will be sold at the JBF souvenir booth. Hand-crafted by

traditional craftspeople in Kyoto using 8 woodblocks and 10 colors.
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Let’s dress up »
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Thailand Brickfest
i A‘ 2025

“Serious Fun

[ DATE | 08.23(SAT) — 08.24(SUN) / 10:00~16:00
@Bangkok, Thailand " [VENUE | KIMKOO MUSEUM Convention Hall (seou, korea)

ﬁowwWw” ﬁ
s o«

/// More exciting LEGO® events
-~ coming this year!

2023 11/01

AKHABARA DX
_ GALLERY-NEXTI |

- Iugsakuraahc@gmall r:um v
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Walk around JBF in style... MlKEls suci or n““l'“‘
% Yukata rental = )
By Kimono Gonomi and Kimono Nanairo. V(20AI1R47F PATH
Kids, women's, men'’s available. pizza sauce
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for more details R ) 3 toppings
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2 min walk from
JR Sakuranomiya Station
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Email: sliceofdetroitosaka @ gmail.com
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BUILDERS JOIN FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD!

JAPANESE EXHIBITORS

4WLC-UG | Tamotsu | shintaro| X% D A | Yusike | kimron | & < | & IZ— | REF | F.L.Builders | Haru | Eita | Sotal
@ GBCE{E| Akiyuki|Y.Kuramata|A.Kuramata| EO [IELBH L TeHh DD | HYT by —> |FT|JP-LUG SAKURA | @
KABAI B TWES LAY IJT-LUG| ¥V Z U Fif | 4 L | K.Matsubara| T3 ¥'D | Euro | K7A4 | Keibricks &
Tanapon | Keibricks | TANAPON |LDCO | 5w 7 5T — 7} $ | U w > — | Mar2ken | Nyao | LDraw Users
Japan|ken|L-Kaz|L/XZX %=X | J8MA | &7 | wakky IMONACO | ¥ = —< /s |legonano | COMO| % # 5 |NABE|
Takeru|Rodney | &#H A | B ARV [Hachi| 7= < $ A | Y.Muto | &#EF A | mizutaro | H D U | #8 | NakaNaka |
NakaMasa| 7700 >7R > | Nunutsuki | 553D EF | T3 C 3 |OULUG | SO C |CUDAIR| R K |BEIHo5—|
anthony | L—O— |45 | TV |SH T HUNILT 1« |SWAG| IZ% | pidal 3L H D |Richard | I |
ZEKE | Reel-to-Reel / D — 3 ¥ 5 D — % | Ryota | TOMOKO | Rei& % ZF B | Rei | 808 | 7% = & | KOU | tanaka |
shichan | MIT(3y })| Technic RC Team | Keiji | Sakurai Garage | Bluesky | #-f 3 — | TKM | Leo | Ria | WAKAKKU
ROBOTS | kumarkey(¥ ¥ — = —)| Waka | kattho | Z00 | =7 > | AkikU|GOMA | T DEE L I AV R T U w & | hi-
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FHHF [unotake | P a R | BOREDAR| TP —|/N> /4 [Maslego| YASS | Hiroge E OIF x | hide| 7
— 3V |1+t 3y | Sachiko Akinaga | FRFf | KMC2025 | Sunny | FukuTaku | £ | £ A ME&IC» — | O
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% | dangomushi.fam 4 > 3 1,2 < ¥ | dangomushi.fam Z > 3L /NN | 5 D A&Claral 05 D A | Claral =
UL U—5&R | AHNIC | tsuki|bikkubo | F4 195 | keelil 72IC X A | Punikov | L& —E LA — X | Blueman *
Box| & 25 % AIE—* | Booty |yutto | LA R4 X | {81 | ken-ji| Sumifukin | 6B R XY — T | akira | AL T
A2 15528 | =3 Kento | &DM Soul BAR | Yota | & £ |;R—IleL /> IH3LwS |E2|BAKL I8
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**Builder groups in bold text (&' JL— T & KXF)*
**Names are in no particular order (JEZR[E )**

mieshin [KEN| K LES52< B I RL X HF[1EB L 1®HA IRRLEGO| & LMES7zh L | HEDO | mOri | KATU | ¥
@ | GATA | kodanuki4 | 75| Theo | Garage Ryu | Chigu | ') FE | Makoto | shisei| t& 9 7z | poncho | ' w & 5—< | L J @
S| EHAZ R MIKAIOU| HE—D | e D% |Hana|Rin| 5 & o1& o Tf~!| Brickanywhere | lost number| < |25

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITORS

Adwin & Derrick | Derrick Li | Adwin Li | B&W Brick Design | Beling | WiLL | BlackLUG | Wesbrixx | Family
Hollestelle | Niels Hollestelle | Celesta Hollestelle | CMH Bricks | Yoebe Hollestelle | Frontline Studio |Isaac Ful
GBC Gassaku | CK Ang | GFLUG / Greater Florida LEGO User Group | Michael | | am Brick Specialist | & & 3¢ |
Midnight | Vant. | Friedy Kim | late autumn | Mo.C.Bricks RLUG | Luca Mo.C.Bricks | NAS | Red Spacecat | Nick
Trotta | POCKYLAND | KiddHuang | TrinityLab | =B4&E T | Ming | ffifRFHIZ | stider | 4 | PortLUG | Krys Van
Rheen | Seniors Brick | Hai | Hai | DEES | Rocco | Inyongbricks | DDoshin | Inyongbricks | nunsseugae | Everyday-
Heaven | Macetoy | oasisv | Kwonsu Shin | =0}z | Sheffield LUG | /\Y 7 | SWAT | William Wong | Timothy | Arzlan
Li hon man | Team Poland | pot_of_dots | Dominik / StawiamKlocki.p! | Thai LEGO User Group (T-LUG) | Pijarn
Charoensri | Yellowhead | New_Yellowhead | YLUG | JnCe | B SRR YLUG | Iy M5, | Bz | $444E i | Diazy Zhang |
Carson Zhang | jiang3XBA | i & $t-Elite Club | RobinDai | RobinDai | Smile Leo | Hugo Huang | NightTalker&i&& | £
LV3E | INDEPENDENT BUILDERS | Richard | David Limjuco | 7'\J & O > | Prince Galidor | ZiO | Mel | Tobias
Nieder | ALANBOAR| 7 >4 —Y > J' 1) w4 77— I |Jay Horne | Alexandra | Chris | Alex | Brickfinder | Dunkin |
mskB003 | FOLD | ALPHA | heartbeat | summer bug0 | Z1 | Saint | Eva Svartkrut | AZ&#/\ | Sean Hsieh | Eric Tsai |
Anna Heavy Industry Z#8E T | E03 %] | Chris Yu / E#EBAR | Byetwo | LEGO7 | James Zhan | Rack911 | Zeta |
haru_bonks | mikevd | shi ming | lan Hou | Wei | #8 {E#8%& | Faust | Jason | BrickLiteracy | Taylor Heanue | Anu
Pehrson-anucreates| Need Mo Bricks | Dan Kressin| Jennifer | zack | Phrozt Byte | Karla | Jeeshyan

JAPAN BRICKFEST STAFF (KLUG)

Edwin Knight | MixyZ | Melinda | Seisuke | Ayano | Asahi | Edward | Teiva | Elan | Sean | Riho | Masa | Rima |

Naoko | lori| Yosh | Chris| Lilo | Jens | Hirotaka | Brandon | Juri| Shingo | Haruko | Naoki | Nikolai | Jason | —
Kanoko | Mamoru | Kanako | Yuki | Gavyn | Yuika | Kris | Yoshi | Adelle | Sarah | Rei| Ampere | Kai | Lennon| [R&=—"
Nagira | Mana | Nathan | Kayo | Isaac | Joshua | The Huffmans | Scatman Orange | Ben Knights | Anton |

Michael Schim | Colleen | Kazu | Sachiyo | John | Kevin
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This year is the 10th Japan Brickfest,
however this is only the 9th physical event
in 11years. Due to covid there was only a
virtual event for 2020 and no event in 2021.

We restarted the event in 2022 for only
Japanese exhibitors as the borders were
closed and finally got back to normal in
2023.
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Japan Brickfest is an ANE event,
AFOL (Adult Fan of LEGO® Network
event). Similar to a fan convention, all
of the exhibits at the event are made
by hobbyists and come here to
communicate and share their creative
talent with each other and the public.

As part of the convention side for the
exhibitor we create custom sets to
give to exhibitors who join our
convention dinner. We only produce
300 of these sets each year. They are
Designed by AFOL Exhibitors or
members of the organising team.

You may have noticed the instructions
for these published in the Magazine
each year.

2017 2018 2019
Designed by Yaoya Designed by Designed by Mike Dung Wen-Kang
Yaoya & Edwin Knight

2023 2024
Designed by Designed by Designed by Designed by
Tom Jenkins Edwin Knight Edwin Knight Schneider Cheung
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Special Event Report

Osaka Comic Con 2025

The organizer of Japan Brickfest, Kansai LEGO® User
Group (KLUG), joined the excitement of Osaka Comic
Con 2025, held at Intex Osaka from May 2 to May 4.
Comic Con is a multi-genre entertainment convention
that celebrates pop culture, including comics,
movies, TV shows, video games and cosplay. KLUG's
area proved to be a popular new addition this year.

Talented builders within KLUG contributed impressive
models from movies like Ghostbusters, Harry Potter,
Kill Bill and Batman, as well as a LEGO® version of
Osaka Castle. The centerpiece of KLUG's display was
a massive LEGO® Osaka Comic Con logo built with
over 20,000 bricks. This alone attracted numerous
visitors, including Comic Con's PR Ambassadors from
NMB48 and Daniel Logan, the original Boba Fett in
Star Wars Episode Il Attack of the Clones.

A favorite among visitors was the mosaic art activity,
where attendees had the opportunity to build and
display their own original LEGO® artwork creations.
This enjoyable and rewarding interactive experience
allowed anyone to leave their mark on Comic Conin a
creative way. Please enjoy making mosaic art here at
Japan Brickfest.

KLUG is active in LEGO® events throughout the year.
Members of KLUG participate in Korea Brick Party
every August, Tokushima Brick Land in November,
and we hope to be back at Comic Con Tokyo in
December. KLUG also hosts regular events around the
Kansai region, including Winter Brickmas Festival
next to JR Ikoma Station every December. We are
always happy to work with new partners and if you
share our passion for LEGO® we would love to have
you join our group. Please visit our homepage via the
OR code bellow.
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Article by Anton Potgieter
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Have you heard of LEGO® HOUSE in Denmark?
R  FUY-IKBBLINIZST. BWECLH3?
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SMITH'S SCHOOL OF ENGLISH
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Edwin has a YouTube channel. To learn more
about Japan Brickfest, KLUG and other AFOL

topics, please subscribe! Sl (W) Planet AFOL TV
IR VDBEFvORILEEDE LI mdy ol N7
JBF. KLUG. AFOLfEIZ DWW T DBIE % 35 LT "
LTLEF, BIECHI LTV

LEGO#® Fan news and entertainment

3 YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/c/PlanetAFOL

Place your JBF souvenir stamp here!
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KLUG, founded by Edwin Knight in 2013 and officially
recognized by LEGO® in January 2014, boasts over 90
members across the Kansai region and other parts of
Japan. We socialize, discuss LEGO®, and organize
charity events, including Japan Brickfest, Asia's largest
fan-built LEGO® event. Our diverse membership spans
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various nationalities and ages, with interests ranging
from mecha and trains to architecture and cute
characters. Skill level and model size do not matter; as

long as you enjoy LEGO, you are welcome to join us. FRSERI-THAEML £7,
j www.klug-jp.com  [m] %" [w] K
'ﬁ% LUG
|fy0uwantt05upport,spomororadvert'se, [=] L Kansal Lego® User Group

please contactusat
japanbrickfest@klug-jp.com
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A special thanks goes to the LEGO® Group for their support.
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LEGO, the LEGO logo, the Brick and Knob configurations, the Minifigure
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